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T S, Matth. 'L 16, 


Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 
| may ſee your good works, and glorifie your 
Father, which is in Heaven. 


O ſe@oner had Almighty God created the 
Heaven, and the earth, but perceiving 
& that while this lower VVorld was co. . 
vered with darkneſs, the moſt excellent 
objeAs loſt rheir beauty, and ſo that irwas no ber- 
. ter,then a larger 4#ngeen;that ſo he might the better 
extract a beautiful world out of a confuſed Chaos, he 
was pleaſed immediately by his Omnipotcnt Word 
to produce titnes firſt born Iflue Light, and in the Ger, . ;: 
9% invifible World thoſe morning Stars, which were . 
F As} then 


- 


As 26. 18. 


John 1, 9. 


Revel., 1.20, 


| The Clergies - 
then all_agels of Light : And accprdingly in the 
New-creation of that little world Man, ore of 
the firſt graces, is that, of J{luminarion,” whereby 
mes are turned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Saran ( that Angel of darkneſs,) unto God 


the Father of Lights... Bur ſccing.this Ee 


us is ſupernatural, it mult (like ;the othyr 'celep 


Kial being) be introduced by a light withiur; vid. 
thar true primigenial Univerſal Light, that ligbteth 
every man that. cometh into the world. ” Ahd this 
treaſure of light God hath put (as Gideon did his 
lawps) into earthen veſſels ſhining upon us by 


the - vicarious borrowed /7 gtE; Bit hy 4h ers, 
whom in this ſenſe he hat # flaming fire, 
or as the light of the morning when the $an 
arifethz and therefore calleth them Szars , 77 bs 


- 


. right hand. 


Hence our bleſſed Saviour in this his excellent 
Sermon on the Mount:(our 6f which the Text is ta- 
ken) direed: primarily to his. Diſciples , thongti 
they receive heir charge like a Grand Jury,be- 
fore the multitude, vouchſates to.dignifie them, be- 
fides other titles of the Satlt\of 1he earrt; and' a City 


| ſet apon an hill, with the-honourable appellation-of 


the Lights of the world,verl.14. and proceedes from 
their dignity to infer and urge their duty/in the Text, 
"Owne Mauya mw T7 Bos Vpor $nerorn? oY atYubur, Fs 
idonmy vir Ti 19h pe» x, DbEaown Tov WTI Pr 701: os 


_v » ”N x ” '- I f\ - 
765 Canoe." DZog your light fo ſhine, &c.: or ( as 


others ) So let your light ſhine, &c, q. & - ſecing.. 


you are called to this high, and holy. calling,; and; 


have the title of Light attributed unto you ,. by-; 


which God himſelf. is called, and conſideriug. you, 
are in danger by the power of tempration and 
your 


Tr 


Tr 


Cz 


Dignity and Duty. 


* your own frailty, withthoſe once bleſſed Angels 


to leave your firſt Station, and fall' from your 
own.ſtedfaſineſs into ſupineneſs of living z let me 
tell you; [this Elogy doth not only eatitle you to 2 
benefice and dignity, but likewiſe oblige you to 
an Office, and Duty : - and ſo you are not to ſever 
the Honour of your Sacred FunQion from the 
charge and burden annexed unto ity but ſo keep 
your decorum as to your demeanour both in lite 
and doftrine , that it may be ſuitable to 'thar 
weighty, and tranſcendent Calling of being my 
Minifters and Apoſtles, into which you are now 
inſtated. 
And fo you have in the words theſe parts: 

; Firſt, The Dignity of Chriſt's Miniſters s Implied 
in Light. 

Secondly, Their Duty expreſſed, Les your light 
fo ry before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, 

Thirdly, The Scope, and end of all, Not the 


oſtentation of our ſelves ( for ſo they are repro- ya, 6.x, 


ved, that do their works before men 10 be ſeen 


" them.) But, Firſt as a ſubordinate end the edifica- 


tion of others, that they may take pattern by us in 
ſeeing our good works: 

Secondly, the Supreme and Ultimate, Gods glo- 
"ys that men may be induced to glorifie him in 
the day of their viſitation, for having provided 
for them ſuch excellent inſtruors, and ſure 
guides. 

1, To reſume the former of theſc. 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel have the honour 
and priviledge to be ſtyled Lights, a Title the more 


conſiderable in that aſcribed tro God —_— t Jobo 15. 


thoug 


kcclelc1149, 
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though it is true with ſome difference;tohlm as to 
an Original, Inacceſſible, Incomprehenfible Light, 
ro' us as ſecondary leſſer mutuatitious lights: bur 
however it is honour enough that he is *pleaſed to 
= = of bus glory upon us, as he did bn Moſes 

is face, though we ſhine but with a reflex -and re- 
fraced ray. lt is enough that though he only be 
the Father of Lights ; yet we are children of the 
light, and of the day ; and that we have this Spiri- 
tual honour derived to us immediately - by this 
Fountain of all honour. What though we are nor 
that So» of Righteouſneſs which ariſeth with healing 
in his wings, that day ſpriug from on high > Yet are 
we radiant ſtars of light, We are notall perhaps 
of the fame magnitude, 'nor do we: all move; in 
the ſame Sphere, but ſome in an higher, others'in 
a lower; and one ftar differeth from another far 
in glory: but yer ſtill if we be good Paſtors, we 
have the name given us of Celeſtial bodies, and fo 
are exalted in our Chriſtian ſtation above the in- 
ferior world of Laymen or Private Chriſtians; and 


as ſtars, have nor only the priviledge of being i11u-_ 


minated our ſelves, bur that other more obſcure 
Corporeal beings in our /ight ds ſee Liget. 

Bur to deſcend to particulars my buiineſs ſhall 
be to demonſtrate briefly ſome of that Analogy 
and proportion thar ts to be found between the Lite» 
ral aud .Metaphorical , Natural and Supernatural 
light 5 and this I (tall doin rwe heads. 

1. Lux cſt ſpecicſiſima aſp ts, 

2. Lux eſt fortiſſims effetts, 

I, It is ſpecioſiſsima aſpetFe, Light « ſweet ard 
it © a pleaſant thing to behoid the Sun, ſaith Sols- 
mon, | cannot better deſcant oa thoſe words, than 

in 
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Dignity and Duty. 
in the elegant ſtyle of the ingenious Author, - of che ** 
Light of Nature. by | s 2.08 _— Culuerwel.c.ry- 

Light # (faith he ) the ſmile of nature, the gli 
of the World, the varniſh of the creation, a bright 
paraphraſe' on badies ; whether it diſcover it ſelf tn 
the molefty of 4 morning bl-ſh.' and open it's fair, 
and Virgine eye-lids in the dawning day, whether #t 
dart ont it's more viporow and ſprighily beams tn 
it's 'noou-ddy glory, whether it ſport and twinkle 
in « ſtar, or blaJe and glare out in a Comet , *or 
fritk and dance in 4 jewel, or diſſemble and play the 
hypocrite in a Glow-worm, or ſhew it's Jeal and the 
ruddineſs of it's Cemplexion in the yolk of fire, 
or grow more pale pining and conſuming away in'a 
Candle : ' However it apprars, it Carries 4 commant- 
ing luſtre in it's face, and well FFerveth the name 
of The Lady and Queen of all ſenſible beauties, The 
firſ# born'of corporeal beings; The clarifier, 'and 
rtfiner of the Chaos, the wnſported brauty of rhe 
univerſe. | 

Now herein Chriſt's Apoſtles and Succeſſors 
bear a reſemblance unto it, being for the ſpiritual 
excellency of their Calling denominated not only 
ſtars, but Angels 'cheſen Veſſels, Men of a thouſand; revel tvs 
their very fees are ſtyled beariful, and they them- & 3. 1. 
ſelves, the Glory of Chriſt. We know that the Jt- rags 
daical Prieſthood was externally- very glorious, and Romy, 10. 15. 
yer that, being -only #'Type of 'onrs, is made much * C9": 8: 23+ 
inferior by the Apoſtle to ours. If the miniſtration, co... 
of condemnation were glorious,” much more Zoth the me 
miniflration of righteduſneſs exceed in glory. Cal- 
led therefore 'we are God's frwards, Miſſengees, * 02" 4 1. 
and Ambaſſadors. And how" ifdeed can their em- * TOLD 
ployacar chuſe bur'be honourable, whoſe buſineſs 

B is 


» 


gy 


Rom, 15. 8, 


1'Cor.4.13- 


þ Cor.10,12- 


Manh.13:57- prejudices, that prophets are wot: accepted iy their 


b The Clergies 
eo menage the affairs of heaven «pou earth > No- 
wonder therefore that Chriſt himſelf, though 
Lord of heaven and carth, did not diſdain to un- 
dertake it for our ſakes, when he became a Mini. 
fter of the New Teſtament. And though it is true, 
thar this holy funRion is eſteemed now adays Vile 
and Comemptible by thoſe carth-worgs that nei- 
ther fear God, nor value their own Souls, bur 
eſtrem of mcn according to their external wealth 
and grandeur , weighing them by the pound, and 
uring them by cre, and therefore account 
of us as for the ſame reaſon they would the Apo- 
files themſelves, were they now alive , as the 
dung and of-ſcouring of all things z Yet it is no 
wonder , that theſe perſons. judging according 10 
appearance judggyot righteous judgement ;, but they. 
meaſuring themſelves by themſelves and comparirg 
themſelves - amongſt themſelves are. not wiſe, 
Wherefore we are to turn our juſt wonder and in- 
dignation into Pity and Commileration of them, 
bar they will ſo much fand in their wn light, for- 
ſake their own \'mercy, and ſhew themſclves their 
own greateſt enemies. It is but their weaknefs and 
_—_— that they know 'not how to prize 
things or perſons according to their true worth, or 
difcern things that differ, but entertain wrong no- 
tions of excellencies.” What ,if Children - prefer 
their bables before the Tower of LZenaon; or the 
Cock, the-grain of Barly before the Jewel ; or 
Glances, in the ſtory gliſtering Braſs before Mafſy 
Gold; or Eſau, a Morſel of bread before bu birth- 
right; or the Gadarens, their Swine before their 
Saviour ? Ir is but mens groſs miſtakes and vulgar 


Own 
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Dignity and Duty. 7 
ewn Country , and that the Engliſh Clergy, which 
are the admiration of the more Impartial World 
abroad, are the ſcorn and derifion of any of their 
own more ungrateful Country-men z Or that they 
are guilty of the other extreme from that into 
which they ran in the times of Popery , defying 
that Order of Church-men, which the others then 
almoſt deified and adored , and all for mumbling 
over a few Oraiſons in a ſirange tongue, making 
their Breaden God , Chentiag, Dirges for the Li- 
ving, and Requiems for the Dead, and ſuch like 
other fopperies, We muſt for our parts learn 
from this their carriage-to us, not to think meaner 
of that Honour which the King of Heaven thinkerh 
fir ro pur upon us, but rather with the Apoſtle to 
ragnific Our Office; and in compliance with ourggn.cs,1;; 
Lord and Maſters inftru&ions to his Diſciples, let 
us bravely ſhake off the duſt of our fees againf\\a'k 6.11, 
them, that receive not us or our Miniſtry, Let it” 
be 4 very ſmall thing with ws, 10 be judged with" <3 4-3- 
man's judgment, While God vouchſafes us ſuch 
Honour, No, let us rather with an holy and gene- 
rous diſd.in ſcorn the ſcorner, trample upon Con- 
tempt, deſpiſe Afﬀagnts and flight Indignities. 
Let us ſhew our ſelves Men of more raiſcd Spirits 
and Principles, and let us account that calling Our 
ous Honour, which the World may think Our 
ebaſement. Let us learn to leave this baſe World 
behind us , let us live above it, as having ever 
ſhewed it ſelf falſe treacherous and diſfingenuous, 
whoſe guilg it bath been to be guilty of unwore 
thy ſordid-and dirty carriage, to be moſt injurious 
to it's greateſt benefaRors, to ſet at nought him 
who came to ſave —_ and then to Crucite him, 
\ 3 tO 


Philem. 19. 


Philip.2-15, 


Jeb? 1. 5. 
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to perſecute and abuſe His Apoſtles, and Miniſters, 
that were Content to undergo the loſs of alt 
things, that they might ſhew them the way to Sal- 
vation, and to be poor in temporals, that they may 
be rich in-Spirituals ;' as if 'according to that Hi- 
ſtorians Obſervation , Courteſies and kindneſſcs 
change their Nature, and are looked upon as in- 
juries, when they are too great to be repaid, and 
Casir'is here.) people owe their own ſelves alſo, 
How indeed can'we expe that the World ſhould 
alter it's Nature for us now in it's old declining age? 
Or that the Men of this World, among: whom we 
fhine as lights, ſhould ceaſe t6 bt a crooked and per- 
oe generation ? Our comfort is, the Moon 
ſhines never the lefs bright, becauſe barked at by 
Dogs nor is the light leſs glorious in it's Na- 
eure , becauſe the da knef, comprehendeth it 
not, ; 
\. 24. Lux eff fertilima efſef&s, Light herein diſ- 
covereth it's celeſtial Original, and imitates hea- 
venly bodies in it's motion and influence, as well 
as/in-it's enlightning. Whetlter it_ be a quality ac- 
cording tothe Ariftorelians, or a more ſubtile body, 
according to the -Fpicurean Ghyloſophy, it will be 
here impertinent to determine, This is certain, thar 
all: things elſe become viſtble ; It's own true na- 
eure {til] remains unintelligible, being in the dark it 
felf, how ſenſible ſoever it is in it's effes, which 
are ( as God himſelf) rather to be a:\mired than 
underſtood. It-is moſt admirably diffuſive of its 
felf,, and with a motion ( if hor inſtamheous yer ) 
inſenſibly ſucceſſive, is propagated in the medium. 

Have you never {cen one torch in the ewinkling 
of an cye expel the darkneſs'of an whole Strect 3 


One. 
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Qae Beacon, or Boonkire diſcover it ſelf to the 

whole Vicinage ; All the ſhadows flying away at 
the dawning of the day ? 

Light is the vehicle of rhe ſweet influences of 

heaven; It is the great guide and dire@or of Ai- 

ons: and ſo it's not only for ſhew , bur Service. 


9 


He that walketh in the Light, ( ſaich Chriſt who jug x1 6, 


. was the true light,) ſkambleth not becauſe be ſeeth 


the light of this World, Now thus it is withthoſe 
who are able Miniſters of the New Teſtament. 
They are that to the body Myſtical, the Church, 
which the eye is to the body Natural, Theyare our 
Spiritual guides unto Salvation; not only Mercurial 
Statues, pointing the way to others, and ſtanding 
ſill themſelves, bur like the Star that did not only 
lighten, but lead the wiſemen of the Eaſt, till they 
came to the Child Jeſus. 
And. if we be lights indeed, we ſhall not think 
it enough, that we have lamps, unleſs: we: heve 
61 in Owr Lamps; Nor that we have oyl in them, 
unleſs they are hurning and ſhining, fo as to give 
lighr unto others, by our holy lite and do@rine, 
bringing thereby glory to God, credit to Religion, 
Salvation to our own Souls, and theirs that hear us, 
We are not only to be painted, but real flames, 
like torches giving Light to others, though at the 
ſame time they conſume themſelves. But here we 
muſt rake care, that cur Light be not a falſe Lighs 
not an ignis-fatuns, to draw and lednce men into 
bogs and precipices, not an ignsGrecns, a Wild- 
fire, to inflame and heighten their animoſities and 
paſſions, nor like that of a glow-worm, where«thiete 
is light without heat , nor like that of a- candle in 
4.Dark Lantherp to give light to none but our 
B 3 ſelyes, 
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Pal.16.3. 


James 2.18, 


Luke 24.19. 


Exod xÞ.30. 


Exed.28.33. 
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ſelves}, nay nor like that of a fiery Meterre, va- 
iſhing as ſoon as it a h, but like that of 
the Sun and $;ars, conſtant perpetual and invari- 
able, And this unſpotted being muſt not be obſcu- 
red and overclouded with thick vapors of luſts : 
Neither muſt it burn downwards towards the 
earth, and be put wnder 4 bafhel, but upwards 
cowards heaven, So that it is not ſufficient for nf 
to have light, except our light ſo ſhine before men, 

that they may ſee our good works, &c. 
2, Which brings me to the ſecond General, 
from the dignicy of the Goſpels Miniſters to their 


We muſt not only be lights for glory, and gla- 


ring, bur for the uſe and ſervice of enlightning 
others: We muſt not only have thoſe graces, 
which are redics/ and fundamental in the root, 
but thoſe allo which are v/Fble and external in 


the fruit ; nor thoſe only which are terminated to * 


our ſelves', bur thoſe that extend to others. Ir is 
not enongh that our goodneſs exignd unto Ged the 
ſearcher of hearts, but it muſt be conſpicuous in 
the world, co the Saints that are in the Earth, And 
ſo our gifts and knowledge within muſt ſhew 
themſelves by giving heed 10 vur doitrine and ex- 
hortation withoutz and Our faith within muſt ap- 
pear 'by Our works, and the effes of a tranſient 
charity to others. And we muſt be as Chriſt was, 
Prophets mighty both in word and deed, We muſt 
have, asthe high Pricſt of old had, both our Urim 
and Thammim, light of Do&rine, and perfeRion 
of life,” We tiot ſeparate Aarons bells from 
bir powegranattr; We muſt not only have an 
empty {ound like” a tinkling Cymbal in onr teach- 
ng, 


%.. 
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ing, bur bring forth: ſragrant-fruir in our living, and 

in this regard be |ſaveurs of life unto life, ' Our Cr: 6. 16. 
Converſation muſt preach as well as our diſconr- 

ſes, and we muſt be 1nſireFors and teachers of 

babes, not only to their cars, ( that is only doing 

our work by halves) but to their eyes, and fo 

we ſhall make religion palpable to their very ſen- 

fes. When they not only hear our Sermons to 

praiſe them, but behold our honeſt Converſati- 

ons to imitate and follow them; then, and not till 

then ſhall we be able with the Apoſtle to: charge 

them to walk « they have us for an Example : and Philip.z.19 
they need not be charged as the Fews were todo 

after our ſayings, but »#s aficr our works, All that 

I ſhall ſay hereon, I may reducg to two heads of 

Our Dodrine, and Life. 

1 For the Light of or dotirine, which deno- 
minareth us Teachers : in which as in other things, 
I defire my Reverend Brethren of the Miniftry (now 
Fam by the providence of God, and by the Injun- 
ion of my Superzors called hither) co give me the 
Liberty of ſpeaking my thoughts, without offcqge, 
and mind them of that, which we know Saint Paul 
ſtraitly chargeth Timothy, to take beed wwte hingſelf, : 
aud hy diftrine, and put them in remenubrance, 8 1 Tim.4.16, 
flir up the gift of God in thew. Miniſters of the; Tim #6: 
Goſpel ſhould have their ſexſes exerciſed 19 diſcers 
Spiritual things thas differ, above. private Chriſti- 
ans, and -being in this regard. 2s liars, the more 
Denſe parts of their 0rbs or Yortices, fo as their 
light be more compaRed and united, whereby to 
enable them to out- ſhine others. of 

It is not enough for them: to fill the Golden: 
Candleſkicks of the Temple, unlefs they give” light 
BER to 


Luke 12. 35+ 


Mal. 2+ 7+ 


Luk: I9. 20, 
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to thoſe who eater in; otherwiſe they are but as 
Antiques under a building, that ſeem to groan un- 
der their burden, whereas in ſtead of ſupporting, 
they are only ſupported themſelves, Our Saviour 
chargeth us therefore, not only to have eur loins 
always girt,i,c, with the girdle of truth and fin- 
cerity, Or ſo as to be ſtill in procixFu, ready for 
his com ng, or it you will, by external conformi- 
ty in our habit; bur we mult have Owr lights burn- 
ing, to illuminate and dire& others in thetr way 
to heaven, and be to them as the pillar of fire by 
night was to the 7ſraelires, in their journey through 
the wilderneſs rowards Canaay, What good elſe 
doth light, if-it diſcover not it's ſelf tro them who 
fir in darkneſs > Ne more than painted fire 'to 
thoſe who are benum'd with cold. For the Prieſts 
lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, and they ſhould 
ſeek the Law at his mouth, for he is the meſſenger 
of the Lord of hoſts. Ir will not be enough for us 
in the laſt day when we are to give an account of 
our {ſtewardſhip to our Maſter in heaven, that we 
haye lived an unprofitable, though Innocent An- 
chorets life, that we have laid up our talent in 4 
Napkin,” No, we muſt lay it out for our Lords pro- 
fir, -We are bid to preach the word, to be inſtant in 


» Tim. 4.2. ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to reprove, rebak', exhert 


with all long-ſuffering and dot#rine, We are not 
allowed to lock up a treaſure of knowledge in onr 
own breaſt, or cover our fire under the Aſhes; but 
it muſt break our as a fire on the Altar, and we muſt 
Ri] have before our eyes, our ſolemn promiſe made 
when we received holy Orders, to-give faithful di- 
le2ente, 10 Miniſter the | Doftrine and diſcipline of 
Chriſt, ; We'muſt not be like wandring goo 
whic 
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which -are ſometimes Stationary , ſometimes Re- 
. rrograde , much leſs like vaniſhing Comets 3 but 
as conſtantly as well as publikely uſeful, as thoſe 
Luminaries are in Lightning and guiding the lower 
World. 

Now becauſe- our Saviour {cems to propoſe 
Saint Foby the Baptiſt asour Example herein, when 5,1, 5.35. 
he ſtyles him a burning and ſhining light, I ſhall 
therefore give you a bricf charaQter of him, being 
one, as a Father deſcants on the place, Ardeys per 
celeſte defiderium, lucens per verbum. As ſevere in 
his life, as he was in his DoQrine, He was none of - 
thole who wore 4 rough germent 10 deceive, he was 
no Hermite as to loving his caſe, and indulging 
himſelf, like an Abbey-lubber, that could ſarrsfie 
himſelf with the taking the Mk and the Woul of 
the fleck without feeding them, and when he had 
raken on him cure of Souls, by his groſs negle to 
make it a ſiveCur4; bur ir may be ſaid of him as 
of that Rowaye Emperour that never ſaid to his 
Souldiers, go thither, but come hicher, Now you 
may obſerve theſe things in his preaching. 

t. He preach'd with Autbority, He did not think 
it enough, that he was 2 gifted brother, or could 
ralk fluently, myſterious »#n-ſenſe, in Scripture 
Language wrefted ; He was none of thoſe in our 
days who ran before they were ſent, being ( as 
one ſaith ) prizs indottorum dodFores, quam dotto- 
rum diſcipuli, which take on them to be teachers 
of others, and need that one ſhould teach them, 
whart are the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, 
that have never fate at Gamaliels feet, or ſtay'd ar 
Fericho, at leaſt till their beards be grown, Bur 


before he ventured on that tremendous work of 
| - the 
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the Miniſtry, he lived a. retired Contemplative 
Life in the Wilderneſs, till he was of thoſe years, 
which the Law required of the Prieſts for the exer- 
ciſe of their Fun&ion. 

2, He uſed a mifrnz a boldneſs and freedom of 
ſpeech in his preaching z fur he reproved the Epi- 
demical diſcaſes of the age, and place wherein he 
lived, He ſhewed himſelf ro be none of thoſe 
paraſites, that love to ſprinkle Court-holy Water 
on the Grandecs of the World, as having mens per- 
ſons in admiration for aduantage ſake, He did not 
preach ſoft and pleaſing things, but was ( as 
Ariſtotle deſcribes his Hero or Vertuous man ) 
bragandis, 01:85pm F, * carieciur®, He was a» irue 
Nathaniel, an 1ſraelite indeed, in whom there was no 
guile, He was not wont to daub with untemper- 
ed Mortar, but uſcd open, and plain dealing, be- 
ing free and impartial in his Cenſurcs, and painted 
out fn, and ſinners in their own colours. He ſpa- 
red none that came in his way, neither open pro- 
taneſs of the Publicanes and Souldiers on the one 
fide, nor the hypocriſie, fly and rcftiaed wickedacfs 
of the Phariſccs and Sadducees on the other fide 
Nay, not that Hered himſelf, though his lifc lay ar 
ſtake for it. 

3. He preached ſevertly, Hi: doftrine was alike 
ſevere as his life,as well knowing that pure Religion 
and undefiled confiſteth not in empty names and 
words, in being of ſuch a way, party, or feparated 
Church; and therefore he bids beware of flattering 
themſclves with the outward badge and cognilance 
of God's people,in being Abrabam's Children,Chri- 
ſtianity conſiſts not- in petty obfervances & modules 
of worſhip, but in reality and finccrity,Elſe we > 

only 
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only Nominal and Equivocal Chriſtians: and there- 
fore he tells us, we muſt bring forth fruits meer for Much, 3. 8, 
repentance. And this ſtrit doarine he might preach 
with the more confidence, (as our Saviour Chrif) 
becauſe he ſpake not only ſenſe and reaſon, but ex- 
perience, his life not confuting his do@rine, bur 
confirming it; and fear'd nor the cenſure of Antizo- 
mians, for a Legal Preacher, or a man of an Old- 
eeſtamenr Spirit, eſpecially ſeeing. , 

4. He Preached Evaneelically withal. He not only 
ſhewed them their deſeaſe out of rhe Law, - but 
their remedy out of the Goſpel. He not only caft 
them down, by laying the ax at the root of 1he rree, 
bur reſtored them by the laver of Regeneration, 
and pointing our unto them their Saviour, 'and ſo 
was truly gracious, both in Name, and Nature, 
both in Life and DoGtrine. And ſo I come to the ſe. 
cond head. | 

2, As the light of our Do&rine muſt ſhine ; ſo 
chat of our Life and Converſation : and this muſt 
be before men, not only before our brethren, thar 
they may be buil: up in their holy faith z but before 
thoſe allo who are with-at: That ſo-Religion and 
the inftruQtors of it may have a good report of all | 
wen, as well as of the truth it ſelf, chat the mourbes » Cor, 11, 12, 
of unruly and vain talkers may be ſtopt, and occaſion 
may be taken away from them who ſeek occaſion, that 
our obſervers, who watch for our halting, may be 
diſappointed, their hearts may be mollified, their 
hoſtilities abated , their prejudices removed, and 
they may be brought to entertain honourable 
thoughts of our profeſſion. Their Paftours and 
Teachers being more publike perſons than others, 
ought to know above others, how to behave rhem- 1 Tim, 3. 15, 
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ſelves in the houſe of God, and ſhew themſelves cx- 
amples to the flock; and therefore ſhould learn to 
adorn their Miniſtry, as becomes thoſe of ſo Divine 
an Order, and by no means to refle& diſhonor on 
ſo Sacred an Office, by a ſordid ſenſual and earthly 
converſation, And therefore (as the late Lord Biſhop 
of Down and Conner well ſheweth in his advice unto 
* His Clergy) weare to judge of our duty by more 
* tri and ſevere meaſures than thoſe of our peo- 
* ple, and muſt nor allow that in our ſelves, which 
*we dointhem. This was both the Apoſtles rule 
and praRice, to give n0 offence 10 any man, that the 
Miniſtry be not blamed, Andif we will do the work of 
an Ewvangeliſt,make full proof of our Miniſtry,we muſt 
keep our ſelves as pure ard unſpotted from the world, 
as humane frailty will permit, abſtaining even from 
the «ppearance of evil; leaſt otherwiſe we defile the 
prieſthood, and cauſe the offerings of the Lord to be 
abhorred, Ezekiel was bid 10 eat the roll;zand we muſt 
labor to maſticate and concoR the truths we preach 
unto others, in firſt trying experiment of them upon 
our ſelves, and exemplifying them in. our Correr- 
{4tions: whence Saint Paul exhorts Timothy to be an 
example unto believers in word, in converſation, in 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 
Now to excite us hereunto, Confider, 

1. How abſurd au1 unfitting a thing it &, that 
aur practice ſhould be diffonant unto our profeſſion, 
that we ſhould undo thar on the Week-days, which 
we Preach upon the Lords-day, and ſo rendemy our 
ſelves in thoſe things which we allow, and make Oar 
ſelves rranſgreſſors by building thoſe things which we 
deſtroyed, that it ſhould be. faid of any of us which 
that Spartan ſaid of the Athenians that they ow 
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how to do well, but loved to do ill ; and ſo we ſhall 
make our ſelves to be Workmen that weed 70 be 4. > Tim.2.15, 
ſhamed, ſecing as he ſaith, Didta fattis deficientibus 
erubeſcunt ;, that it ſhould be ſaid of any man, that 
he is the beſt man inthe Pulpit, and the worſt our, 
that he ſpeaks as well as never man ſpake, and lives 
as ill as never man liv'd ; and therefore ( as a Righe 
© Reverend Father of our Church exprefleth it) Itis,,,p...,; 
< ſofar from being ſcrious piety,that it is the worſe werwich.. 
© ſort of pageantry, for men to preach Angelical 
*© Sermons, and live Diabolical lives that it ſhould 
be caſt juſtly in any ones teeth. Thou 1has reacheſt 
another teacheſt thou not thy [elf ? that their mouthes 
ſhould (peak great ſwelling words,and yet ſtill walk 
after their own luſts, and be like the Stoical Philo- 
ſophers, who could talk big of vertue till they: 
came to praQtiſe it : whom therefore Zuci4» derides, 
"Os 6H Ty ip x, Tor Texyuarur e&rn29«ſyoutpor md guns 
% PRapSegeries nm dfinua Ts aogzws Their works 
contradicting their words, and their praRtice giving 
a lie to their profeſſion, How fooliſh;tidiculous,and 
diſparaging mult it needs-be, to make a long formal 
ſtarch'd harangue about Religion and Vertue, and 
declame Rhetorically againſt vice, which they yet 
rencounter,in the whole courle of their lives? Which 
made the Comick ſay, Mow ovgtgyn, 3515 th aur agen, He 
loathed ſuch Sophiſters and pretended Philoſophers, 
thatwere unwiſe for themſelves. Turpe eſt dofFori,&c, 

2. Confider the bad influence, our example hath 
upon other men: How can we expe& that others 
ſhould follow our doftrine, when as we our ſelves 
forſake it, as nnpraRicable or at leaſt uneligible > 
We ſee men rather apt to be lead by precedents 


than precepts, and go like ſheep, £y0 itwr, now quo - 
C 3 eundum, . 


Rom.2,21, 


18 


- 


The Clergies 


eundum, and eſpecially to imitate their guides and 
Leaders, Such perſons therefore who are great 
talkers, and little doers, take the ready way to make 
more Atheiſts in the world, than hath been hitherto 
made by. the late licentious times, which have cor- 
rupted Religion in the very foundations. Will nor 
men of looſe principles be ready to look on Religi- 
ON as 4 non-entity, a'cunning deviſed Fable of in- 
tereſted Prieſts, which go about to perſwade that to 
others, which they believe not themſelves > Theſe 
perſons ſhine, but in a wrong ſenſe, as if th.cy under- 
Rood the words of the Text, ſo as a Remiſh Prieſt 
profanely applyed thems who being to do Penance 
for ſome ſcandalous offence, by going in Proceſſion 
to the Church with a burning Taper in his hand, 
ſcoffingly {aid , ſic [uceat Lax veſtra coram homini- 


bas, &c, They thine, but it is withthe Devils light, 


to Light men down to the Chambers of Death, and 
make more Proſelyres for his Kingdom, He uſeth 
them indeed as ſome ill barbarous people do lights 
by the tea-ſide, which they hang up in dark ſtormy 
nights near rocks and quick-{ands, to make paſſen» 


'gers caſh away themſelves upon their Coaſt, that ſo 


they may make a prey of them, What readier courſe 
could they take to open mens mouthes againſt Chri- 
Kianity, and to ſay as that Indian did to one perſwa- 
ding him to turn Chriſtian, obſerving the Spaxiards 
wicked lives, VVhat are. Chriſtians > They are 
Gameſters, Dicers, wicked blaſphemers, backbiters, 
quarrellers, and concluded Chriſtians could not be 
good; and fo we (hall find it, proportionably, if 
we walk Antipodes to qur dofrine, and ſhew:our 
lelyes {uch as ,Teriullien ſharply inveighs againſt, 
Reibre venter Dews ft, & popina templums , & 
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aqualiculus altare, & ſacerdos Coqguns, & Spititis 
Santtus nidor, & condimenta chariſmata; eſpecially 
there being more holyneſs expe&ed of us then 
others, and a ſpot in our Coat making more ſhew, 
than in others. We had need be clean who bear the 
wtſſels of the Lord, eſpecially in an hypocritical age, Iſaiab 52.11. 
wherein people are apt to eſpy mores in onr eyes, and 
look on all our faults through a magnifying and 
multiplying glaſs z Which may ſerve for a 

3+ Conlideration, that we have ſo many exenvies 
in the world,to encounter, what through the conrra- 
difton of ſinners and ſcoffing Atheiſts on one band, 
and the weakneſs and peeviſhneſs of ſome, ar leaſt, 
pretended S2ints, on the other z neither are we igho- 
rant of Satans old deviſe, of caſting Ignominy” and 
Contempt on Religion by diſgracing and diſpars- 
ging the publiſhers and profeſſors of it: Great rea- 
{on have we therefore to walk circumſpettly, not a9 Ephel. 5. 
fools, but 45 wiſe, and totake heed that we defile nos 
our garments, For we (hall mcet with but few Cox- 
ſlantines in our days ſo tender of the Clergies ho- 
nour, as if he eſpyed them in a fault, to cover them 
with his Imperial Robes 3 but rhey will rather pub- 
lth to the world all the evil they know by us, and 
more than they know,their own Inventions and miſ- 
conſtructions. There are too many in the world, 
that contemne our Calling, envy our Dignities,gape 
afrer our Revenues, ccnſure our moſt Innocent 
Actions, and hate our vcry Perſons. Others ſepa- 
rate from our Church as Impure and Anti-Chri- 
ſtian, abhor our Garments as Babyloniſh, our Cere- 
monies as Popiſh and Sypcrſtitious, our very Wor- 
fhip as Idolatrous, look upon us as no better than 


Prieſts of Baal, and Limbs of Anti-Chrift, Among 
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theſe I cannot forget a leading high-flowa ſeparacift 


coo well known in this place, who not long ſince 
beſpake the State in this Language. 
© Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, be inſtrutted 
© 0ye Fudges of the earth. Take away Pariſhes by 
© AF of State, away with all conſecrated places for 
&« worſhip, away with Patrones or Lay-founders, away 
© 7 ſay with all the appurtenances of a Pariſh Prieſt : 
© aud 474in.T profeſs, quoth be, were 1 a man in ab- 
© ſolate Authority in « Nation,l would make Scaven- 
© gers of all the Pariſh Prieſts in England t0 cleau 
« the ways and to rake the Dunghills, And this he 
confidently calls a voice from heaven, when alas ! 
it is only ſucha noiſe as that of the *Eyyaceiuude , 
proceeding our of it's own belly, and nor knowing 
what Spirit he is of, miſtakes the ſtrange fire in his 
own brain, for a fire from heaven; and minds me 
of the proud Gzeſticks of old, that arrogated to 
themſelves ſo great a meaſure of knowledge and 
ſanRiry, as to diate to the world and obtrude their 
private ſentiments on others, as if they were Arti- 
cles of faith, and themſelves guided by an infallible 
Spirit. Ir is opinionativeneſs and ſpiritual pride of 
mens gifts and graces, that puts men on ſeparation, 
and confining (anRity, as the Dowatiſts of old, to * 
their own party in one Corner of Africa: and thus 
none muſt be Saints, but thoſe of their Calendar. 
This makes them,like ſheep-ſtealers, rake members 
out of other mens flocks, and boa(? of things in other 
mens line made ready to their hand,miſtaking for con- 
verſion to God, a bringing men over ro their own 
forms, and ſome petty inconfiderable matters, in 
which the kingdom of God confiſteth not, Theſe mind 
meof thoſe in Prov, 30.12, 4 zeneration pure in their 
own 
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own eyes, and yet not cleanſed from their filthineſs : or 
of thoſe in Eſay 65.5. that ſay, ſtand off ,come not nigh 
me, for I anwholitg than thiw..Theſe are « ſmoak in my 
noſe, a fire that burneth all the day : and theſe may 
ſerve for a pregnant inſtance to us,how far an <uerele 
' e190; andraſh miſguided Zeal may tranſport menz 
ſo as to think that, while they endeavour the ſubver- 
fion of aſetled Miniftry,they are doing God Service, 
and may be an /tew to us likewiſe, of the dangerous 
conſequences of thoſe Principles, which the afore- 
ſaid SeQarians ſo confidently proceed on, vi7. The 
neceſlity of aboliſhing things once 'abuſed to Idola- 
try and Superſtition, and the unlawfulneſs of ufing 
any. thing of an indifferent nature, even as to the 
Circumſtantials of Gods Worſhip, which is not 
expreſly Commanded in holy Writ. Let us 
4?! Conſider the danger of negletFing our duty 
herein, and of giving offence and bad example unto Mah :1 14. 
ethers : Such certainly ( as our Saviour ſaid of the | 
Phariſces ) ſhall receive the greater damnation,when 
they ſhall hear it ſaid unto them by God (whith ſo 
moved Origen ) What haſt thew ts do, to take my Plal.o 16. 
name into thy mouth, ſeeing thou hareft reproef, and 
haſt caſt my law behind thy back> So that it will not 
be n——_ tor them at the laſt day, to ſay, Lord, 
Lord,we have propheſied in thy name: And Chriſt hath 
good reafon to.-rake irill, if he receiverh wounds i» 
the howſe of his friends, and be.chns diſhonoured and 
affronted by his own Menial Servants, that wear his 
Badge and Livery ; andif thoſe that {#ve by the al 
14”, and eat wit , at his Table,/ life up their bee/** +4 
a2 4inft him if they 1 ſay, depart out of the way,and 
cauſe others to ſiumble; If rhe l/ght that i in you be 
de kneſs (as our Saviour TL ) how great wy Men 6.35. 
P'S © 
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darkneſs ? What ! ſhall I ſay,as one; that hell ſhall 


be paved withthe skulls of profane Scholars? Queſti- 
onleſs it will be more tolerable in _the day of 


udg- 


ment for others, than for ſuch, who inſtead of being 
men of God, ſhow themſelves men of Belial, infteed 


O 


f being Prieſts of the high God, are Prieſts of Bac- 


chus,or Yenws z and obſcure the light of their Do- 
arine by works of darkneſs; Theſe,though they have 
the voyce of Faceb, have the hands of ſas, and do 
by their bad example, but 4dificare ad gehennam. 
Cavendum eft itaq, nobis fratrts, ne wel ſuperbia, 4ad- 
dam. luxuria,que (dicente $ Cypriano) valde ſua- 
viter dorminnt in ſacerdetum ſins, denuo florentis Ec- 
cleſie noſtre ruinam moliantur,& aut paritatem inter 
Eccleſiaſticos, qua nihil imparins eſſe dixit Veterum 
n0n-neme, aut quod deterius eft, Acephaloram Anar- 
chiam tutroducant,ne inChaos antiquum conf::ndamur, 
& novas demum in Eccleſia ( quod abſit ) tragae dias 
experiamur;aum conformes alias Eccleſia fillt divine 
zamen canoni difformes ſe preſtent, && immorigeres, 
dum ab exterminatis concionatoribus, aut concionandi 
#fiiduitate, ant vite guadam feueritate ſuperentur ,ad- 
eoq; fanatic plebu furore, ne dicam juſto dei judicio, 
inſtar ſalis inſipidi fint rejettanei; dum hiftrionum 
more verbs tantum Philoſophentur, C malt vivendo 


(quod inquit ille) alters manu abripiant, quod bene 


docendo,altera manu porrigant Caveamuw preſeriim, 


Minutius Felix, 


Severe 


ne quis coronam noſtram abripiat celeſtem, dum mag- 
na potiius loguamur , quans viyamw ne indotti calum 
rapiant (quod exclamat ille) & ns cum dottrinis 
noſtris in infernum detradamur, « 
Scelera taxaniur modo Majore noſtra, 

Wherefore ſoffer Brethren, the word of exbortati- 
ex: Let me intreat and conjure you, by whatſoever 
is 
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is great, or good, by whatſoever is dear and near 

unto you, by that holy Jefus whom you worſhip,by 

that holy Religion you profeſs, by the love you bear 

ro your own and others Souls, by « judgment which 

is to come of condemnation to the evil, and recom- 

penſe ro the good in a Crown of glory, that your 

Light ſhine before men. Finally bretbres whatſoever v1.1, 4. 5. 
things are trut, whatſover things are honeſt, whatſo- 

ever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure,what- 

ſoever things are lovel\.whatſoewer things are of good 

report, if there be any wertue, or if there be any praiſe, 

think of theſe things, Be ſtars, for light, motion,and 
influence : And God will make you as ſtars in his 
right hand, fixed and unmoved by any of the ſonsof 
violence; and be careful ro pur in praQtice that pro- 
miſe yeu made ſolemnly at your Ordination,to frame 
and faſhion both your ſelves and families, according to 
the dotfrine of Chriſt, and ſo make your ſelves and 
them, as much as is you lies, examples 16 
the flock, Ser this your ſeal to your Miniſtry, 
and let your whole life be a conſtant ex- 
emplifying of a Chriſtians duty, and ſo a continual 
Sermon before their eyes, that ſo they may by this 
ſilent Rhetorick be induced to approve of that pure 
and undefiled Religion, which they ſce us praQiiſe 
our ſelves,as well as protefs and Preach to others, Re- 
member your title of Lights, and ſo labour to reſem- 
ble the Sun-beams herein, thar through whatſoever 
place you paſs, you may retain your purity, VVhar 
if you be for a while Ecclipſed, bythe interpoſition 
of a variable fickle world, the irrational humours of 
the inconſtant vulgar > ſhew. your ſelves as the 
Church in the Revelations is repreſented, having the 
Moon under your feet, and by an unoffeafive walk- rera.is. x, 
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ing ſtop their mouthes, and ſo take an holy revenge 
oft them, who ſo far malign your office, as to charge 
the aberrations of particular Perſons upon the Office 
it ſelf, And then though you may be darkned for a 
while by the clouds of mens paſſions and prejudices, 
yet will it be only to this inferior World, not to the 
upper ſtarry region; and when you have finiſhed 
your courſe, and accompliſhed your periodick mo- 
tion, and ſo long ſhined before others, till ( like a 
lamp or candle ) you have conſumed your ſelves, 
God hath promiſed to exalt you to.an higher Orb, by 
an happy Apotheoſis, nigh unto himſelf ; even there, 
where when as others ſhall ſhine only as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, they that rurn many unto 
righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and 
ever. 

Now that which in my Text is ſaid unto Mini- 
ſters , our Saviour faith in a ſenſe to all Chriſtians. 
Every one that is of the Light, muſt walk as « Child 
of the Light. Adorn the Doftrine of our Lord and Sa- 
wviour in all things, bring crrdit and honor to Reli- 
gion by an Holy Life, walk worthy of God 10 all well- 
pleaſing. The word e«« Gignifies a man as well as 
light, to denote (as ſome Criticks) that men ought 
to live as lights unto others. Chriſtians muſt let rhe 
world ſee, that there is as much difference between 
them and others, as between light and darkneſs, and 
ſo they muſt make the beauty of holineſs , which 
they heard of only by the hearing of the ear, viſible 
to their very eyes; that men may become admirers 
and praQiſers of our Religion, and ſo have reoſon 10 
glorifie God on your behalf : which leads me tothe 
third and laſt general, vi, -. 

g4 Our end and delign in our light ſhining. Wo 
mu 
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wuſt not ſhine ſo. as to glaze and gliſter for oltenta- 
tion, likethe heathen who knew not: what belonged 
ro humility, but were, as Teriullian calls chem, Gls- 
rie animalia, & negotiatores fame, vain-glorious 
hunters after popular air, and applauſe z We muſt 
not ſhine asthe Phariſees,by making broad onr . Phy- 


lafteries, praying in 4 corner of the (tree!, disfiguring Marth. :4. 5. 
our faces, and all to be ſeen of men 3 we muſt not Mach. 6. 16, 


ſuffer pride to interpoſe and rob God of his juſt 
Glory, but all our ſhining muſt be with a-deſign to 
glorific him; who is+he Father of Lights; Our good + 
aQions muſt be without hypocriſie, not tempered 
with intereſt, but dire&ed to that which ſhould be 
the chief end of all our aRions, as it was of onr be- 
ings, vi{. Gods honour, that men may ſee our good. 
works, and glorifie, not us, but our Farber which is 
in heaven. This as it is a duty incumbent upon all 
men, ſo eſpecially upon thoſe who are near unto 
him, in the Miniſtry, and ſo as his Ambaſſadours 
are to be tender of the credit of their Lord and Ma- 
fer. But now when we are ſaid: here to glorifie 
God, it cannor be underſtood of any real glory ad- 
ded unto him, whois infinitely and Eſſemially glo- 

rious, and fo neither better for our praiſes, or the 

worſe for our diſpraiſes 3 but then we honour. him, 
when in our thoughts, words, and aQions, we ſet- 
forth his Excellent glory : or as the. Schoolmen will. 
have it, Gods glory may be conſidered two ways, 

either as it is i» hiws, and ſo it is incapable of having 

any thing added to it, or taken from it, as being a 

confluence and union of thoſe many tranſcendent 

excellencies that are in him; or elſe it. may. be con- 

fidered in relation, to it's menifeftation to the crea- 

ture, and {0 we may. glorifice and honour him,when 
We: 
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we praiſc him cithet with our tongue,(which theres 
fore is called our glory) or by our holy lives; giving 
occaſion unto others to ſpeak £994 if his name. That 
chis is our duty, might be more largly ſhewed, by 
the expreſs Command of God, who requireth this 
homage and tribute as dye unto him, from all his 
Creatures, particularly rationa!, who are the fitreſt 
agents for this work, as being cndued with reaſon, 
and ſpeech for this very end: but eſpecially his own 
people,and among them his Miniſters, which makes 
the Pſalmiſt to call upon 7/ſ-ae! and the houſe of 
Aaron to praiſe the Lord, It is indeed but reaſon- 
able that we ſhould acknowledge a dependance 
that we have on him, the rclation that we have to 
bim , and the intereſt he hath in us, Ir is but the 
honour that is due wz219 his name, who hath in this 
work complicated our intereſt with our .duty, ſee- 
ing in glorifying him, we do honour our ſelves, as 
doing the, work of Angels here below, and begin 
thoſe Hallelujahs to the Lord our God, which will 
be our happineſs to carry on in Heaven, to all Erer- 
nity. Vhich God of His Mercy grant through 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


FINIS. 
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